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continent to the Spanish island. The remains of this construction are still visible
in the strait which separates Ceuta from Algeziras. It is generally said by the
natives of Spain that these remains are the ruins of a bridge which Alexander
(the Great] constructed in order that people might be enabled to pass from Ceuta
to that island; God knows best which of these accounts is the true one. When
the royal sage had finished arranging the stones, he directed towards them a
stream of water from an elevated spot in the mountain of the [African] continent,
and confined it in a channel constructed with great solidity and, in the Spanish
island, he erected mills on this canal. The king who undertook to make the
talisman was delayed in his work, because he had been obliged to wait till a (favou-
rable] observation [of Hie stars] indicated the proper moment to begin. He suc-
ceeded, however, in accomplishing his task, and constructed a square edifice of white
stone on a sandy ground, near the sea-shore and, that it might be perfectly solid, he
took care that the foundations should be dug as deep as the building itself was to be
elevated above the surface of the earth. When he had raised it to the requisite
height, he took copper and purified iron, mixed them well together and formed
with them the image of a Berber having a long beard and his head covered with locks
of hair so crispy that they stood on end. Under the arm was represented a cloak,
gracefully and solidly modelled, the two ends of which were held in the left hand;
on the feet were sandals. This statue was placed on the summit of the edifice
and stood on a narrow base, merely sufficient to receive the feet. This [base] rose
in the air to the height of more than sixty or seventy cubits; it diminished gra-
dually towards the top, where its breadth was not more than a cubit. The right
arm of the statue grasped in its hand a key and was stretched out towards the sea
as if to say: " No thoroughfare ! " This talisman had such influence that the
sea opposite to it was never seen to be calm and that, whenever a berber ship navi-
gated therein, the key fell from the hand of the statue. The two kings who had
undertaken to construct, one, the mills and, the other, the talisman, endeavoured,
each of them, to finish his work before the other, because he who had soonest done
would be entitled to marry (the princess]. He of the mills completed his work but
concealed the fact, in order that the other might not destroy the talisman; for he
wished to possess it, the [young] woman and the mills. The morning of the day
OB which he learned that the talisman was completed, he let the water flow till it
reached the island and turned the mills. The maker of the talisman was then on the